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The Vocation and the Arts Course is the final of three classes
our 2021 Chaminade Cohort has taken together. Sister
Angela Ann Zukowski, MHSH, has guided us in readings
and discussions that have challenged us to develop our sense
of vocation through the lens of art. One recurring theme
throughout our journey together has been the significance of
beauty. It is easy to get caught up in the busyness and routine
of our lives and miss the beauty found in nature, people,
music, and words. In an exercise of awakening to the beauty
that constantly surrounds us, each member of our cohort
captured photographs of what they found to be beautiful in
their daily lives.
When we engage in beauty and nature, we are brought into a
closer communion with Christ and others. Quoting Simone
Weil, Pope Benedict XVI in his Meeting with Artists affirmed
that, “There is a kind of incarnation of God in the world, of
which beauty is the sign. Beauty is the experimental proof that
the incarnation is possible.” Beauty is one of the many ways
Christ communicates with us, inspires us, and gives us hope in
times of despair. Guided by our spirit of artistic inspiration, we
are called to be craftsmen to magnify the beauty manifested
by God through our vocation. In his Letter to Artists, Pope
John Paul II states that each individual is to complete this
task of craftsman in “shaping the wondrous ‘material’ of his
own humanity and then exercising creative dominion over the
universe which surrounds him.” This invokes the vocational
theme that God has granted each of us special gifts and talents
that we are called to utilize and share with the world.

We originally compiled this photobook to pass on to those
we would meet in Rome and Assisi for our pilgrimage
together. Unfortunately, the COVID-19 pandemic prevented
us from making the pilgrimage. However, we recognize that
what we have learned from this class holds true to our lives
and is even applicable to the disruption we are experiencing
from the pandemic. We have included a section that illustrates
how Vocation and the Arts has helped us understand this
confusing time.
Thank you to all who have supported the Chaminade Scholars
Program. This program has played a crucial role in nourishing
how each Chaminade Scholar identifies with and discerns
vocation in his or her own life. You have deepened our
understanding of what it means to hear and answer a call,
and you have profoundly impacted our faith journeys during
our time at the University of Dayton. A special thanks to
Tom Patterson, who has provided us both with his expertise
on photography and his time in organizing the photobook,
as well as an excellent example of what it means to live out
one’s vocation in his daily life. We are grateful for all who
have been living witnesses to us on what it means to be
awakened to beauty.

By celebrating what’s right, we find the energy to fix what’s wrong.
- Dewitt Jones, Celebrate What’s Right in the World

Eternity is at our hearts, pressing upon our time-torn lives, warming us
with intimations of an astounding destiny, calling us home unto itself.
- John Neafsey, A Sacred Voice is Calling

Our common home is like a sister with whom we share our life and a
beautiful mother who opens her arms to embrace us.
- St. Francis of Assisi, Found in Laudato si’

Often, often, often, goes the Christ in a stranger’s guise.
- John Neafsey, A Sacred Voice is Calling

Soil, water, mountains: everything is, as it were, a caress of God.
- Pope Francis, Laudato si’

Rather, the Spirit may
unexpectedly be found in
other kinds of experiences,
perhaps speaking in a quieter,
softer, subtler tone that we are
likely to miss if we are not
paying attention.
- John Neafsey, A Sacred Voice
is Calling

Just as happens when we
fall in love with someone,
whenever he would gaze at the
sun, the moon or the smallest
of animals, he burst into song,
drawing all other creatures
into his praise.
- Pope Francis, Laudato si’

Opening afresh the eyes of his heart and mind.
- Pope Benedict XVI , Meeting with Artists

Beauty, like truth, brings joy to the human heart, and is that precious fruit which resists
the erosion of time, which unites generations and enables them to be one in admiration.
- Pope Paul VI, Found in Pope Benedict XVI’s Meeting with Artists

Nature is nothing other than a certain kind of art, namely God’s art,
impressed upon things, whereby those things are moved to a determinate
end. It is as if a shipbuilder were able to give timbers the wherewithal to
move themselves to take the form of a ship.
- Pope Francis, Laudato si’

Like Elijah, we may tend to look for God in the wrong places, in the noisy
or dramatic experiences of life, in the wind or the earthquake or the fire.
But according to the story, the Lord is not ‘in’ these places where we might
expect to find him. Rather, the Spirit may unexpectedly be found in other
kinds of experiences, perhaps speaking in a quieter, softer, subtler tone that
we are likely to miss if we are not paying attention, or if we are mistakenly
directing our attention somewhere else.
- John Neafsey, A Sacred Voice is Calling

Our dream of what a meaningful life looks like at age 20 may look very
different than at age 40.
- John Neafsey, A Sacred Voice is Calling

We must struggle so that the slums, the ‘favelas’ and ‘villas miseria’ have
their fundamental rights to water, energy and housing guaranteed, and
promote good citizenship of integral ecology.
- The Amazon: New Paths for the Church and for an Integral Ecology

Deep within us all, there is an amazing inner sanctuary of the soul,
a holy place, a Divine Center, a speaking voice, to which we may
continuously return.
- Thomas Merton, Found in A Sacred Voice is Calling

Behold, a sacred voice is calling you; all over the sky a sacred voice is calling.
- John Neafsey, A Sacred Voice is Calling

We also learn the truth that we ourselves are part of a creation that reflects
the relational character of the triune God.
- Vincent Miller, A Cathedral Not Made by Hands

Forgive us for talking too
much, for saying too little.
- Joanne McPortland, Word
and Image: An Invocation

But when my mind is silent,
then the forest suddenly
becomes magnificently real
and blazes transparently with
the Reality of God.
- Thomas Merton, Entering
the Silence

How can you know anything if you don’t go out?
- John Neafsey, A Sacred Voice is Calling

Beauty integrates both mind and heart, both intellect and emotion.
- Mary Beth Ingham

The experience of beauty makes us whole.
- Mary Beth Ingham

God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good
- Gen 1:31

That is the mission of true art-to make us pause and look at a thing a second time.
- Oscar Wilde

We are created amidst communion, for communion
with God along with the rest of creation.
- Vincent Miller, A Cathedral Not Made by Hands

The relationship between
a good aesthetic education
and the maintenance of a
healthy environment cannot
be overlooked.
- Pope Francis, Laudato si’

To listen for God is a
countercultural enterprise...
for much in our lives works
against the patient labor of
attentiveness.
- Margaret Guenther, Found
in A Sacred Voice is Calling

The affective promptings of
our inner self help to orient
and guide us on the path
to healing, wholeness, and
meaning.
- John Neafsey, A Sacred Voice
is Calling

My wish for all of you, dear artists, is that you may carry this vision in
your eyes, in your hands, and in your heart, that it may bring you joy
and continue to inspire your fine works.
- Pope Benedict XVI, Meeting with Artists

Beauty is a key to the mystery and a call to transcendence. It is an invitation to savour life and to dream of the future. That is why
the beauty of created things can never fully satisfy. It stirs that hidden nostalgia for God which a lover of beauty like Saint Augustine
could express in incomparable terms: ‘Late have I loved you, beauty so old and so new: late have I loved you!’.
- Pope John Paul II, Letter to Artists

Through your art, you yourselves are to be heralds
and witnesses of hope for humanity!
- Pope Benedict XVI, Meeting with Artists

Christ redeemed the whole person, and he wishes to restore in each of us
the capacity to enter into relationship with others.
- The Amazon: New Paths for the Church and for an Integral Ecology

For everyone, believers or not, the works of art inspired
by Scripture remain a reflection of the unfathomable
mystery which engulfs and inhabits the world.
- Pope John Paul II, Letter to Artists
All over the sky, a sacred voice is calling your name.
- Black Elk, Found in A Sacred Voice is Calling

Do not be afraid to approach the first and last source of beauty, to enter
into dialogue with believers, with those who, like yourselves, consider that
they are pilgrims in this world and in history towards infinite beauty.
- Plato, Found in Pope John Paul II’s Letter to Artists

The power of the Good has taken refuge in the nature of the Beautiful.
- Plato, Found in Pope John Paul II’s Letter to Artists

The interplay of knowledge, imagination, and grace lets us encounter the
astounding complexity of forests more fully.
- Vincent Miller, A Cathedral Not Made by Hands

Beauty is the experimental proof that incarnation is possible.
- Simone Weil, Found in Pope Benedict XVI’s Meeting with Artists

What is capable of restoring enthusiasm and confidence, what can
encourage the human spirit to rediscover its path, to raise its eyes to the
horizon, to dream of a life worthy of its vocation - if not beauty?
- Pope Benedict XVI, Meeting with Artists
The creation awaits the revelation of the children of God also through art
and in art.
- Pope John Paul II, Letter to Artists

Faced with the sacredness of life and of the human person, and before the marvels of
the universe, wonder is the only appropriate attitude.
- Pope John Paul II, Letter to Artists

Let us not forget that Jesus asked his disciples
to pay attention to details.
- Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate

In order to have eyes that see and ears that hear, we must also have hearts
that feel.
- John Neafsey, A Sacred Voice is Calling

The capacity to really listen, to put aside our own concerns for the
moment, to feel or imagine ourselves in the world of another person and
then to communicate our empathetic understanding to that person in such
a way that he or she feels heard or understood is the foundation for all
genuine relationship and solidarity between human beings.
- John Neafsey, A Sacred Voice is Calling

Faith takes nothing away from your genius or your art: on the contrary, it
exalts them and nourishes them, it encourages them to cross the threshold
and to contemplate with fascination and emotion the ultimate and
definitive goal, the sun that does not set, the sun that illumines this present
moment and makes it beautiful.
- Pope Benedict XVI, Meeting with Artists

Will we keep our eyes closed in indifference or open them to the
astounding complexity of creation and learn anew how to respond in love?
- Vincent Miller, A Cathedral Not Made by Hands

Together with our obligation to use the earth’s goods responsibly, we are
called to recognize that other living beings have a value of their own in
God’s eyes: ‘by their mere existence they bless him and give him glory,’
and indeed, ‘the Lord rejoices in all his works.’ By virtue of our unique
dignity and our gift of intelligence, we are called to respect creation and its
inherent laws, for ‘the Lord by wisdom founded the earth.’
- Pope Francis, Laudato si’

Everything is related, and we human beings are united as brothers and
sisters on a wonderful pilgrimage, woven together by the love God has
for each of his creatures and which also unites us in fond affection with
brother sun, sister moon, brother river and mother earth.
- Pope Francis, Laudato si’
It is not enough to seek the beauty of design. More precious still is the
service we offer to another kind of beauty: people’s quality of life, their
adaptation to the environment, encounter and mutual assistance.
- Pope Francis, Laudato si’

Joyful self-awareness. Learning to laugh at ourselves gives us the spiritual ability to stand before the
Lord with our limitations, our mistakes and our sins, but also our successes, and the joy of knowing
that He is at our side.
- Pope Francis

Human beings, while capable of the worst, are also capable of rising above themselves, choosing again what is good,
and making a new start, despite their mental and social conditioning. We are able to take an honest look at ourselves,
to acknowledge our deep dissatisfaction, and to embark on new paths to authentic freedom.
- Pope Francis, Laudato si’

O God, my heart is too small to love you, but it will see to it that you are
loved by so many hearts that their love will compensate for the weakness
of mine.
- Blessed Adèle de Batz de Trenquelléon

If we acknowledge that beauty touches us intimately, that it wounds us, that
it opens our eyes, then we rediscover the joy of seeing.
- Pope Benedict XVI, Meeting with Artists

Overseeing the mysterious laws governing the universe, the divine
breath of the Creator Spirit reaches out to human genius and stirs its
creative power.
- Pope John Paul II, Letter to Artists

And in this activity … you are masters. It is your task, your mission, and
your art consists in grasping treasures from the heavenly realm of the spirit
and clothing them in words, colours, forms – making them accessible.
- Pope Paul VI, Found in Pope Benedict XVI’s Meeting with Artists

If we understand the environment simply as a ‘resource’ we risk endangering
the vision of the environment as a ‘home.’
- Antonio Spadaro, Querida Amazonia

When we feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the sick and shelter
the homeless, we discover Christ in our midst, as the one who is already
present and active, saving the least in our midst by uniting them to the
point that he is, in fact, one with them. And so, must we be.
- Cardinal Blase Cupich, Our Call to Holiness: Life and Justice for All

Allow the Spirit to forge in you the personal mystery that can reflect Jesus
Christ in today’s world. May you come to realize what that word is, the
message of Jesus that God wants to speak to the world by your life. Let
yourself be transformed. Let yourself be renewed by the Spirit, so that this
can happen.
- Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exsultate
Intergenerational solidarity is not optional, but rather a basic question of
justice, since the world we have received also belongs to those who will
follow us.
- Pope Francis, Laudato si’

Pause for a moment. Be still. Breathe in; breathe out. A
simple breath carries with it the proof that you are integrally
connected to the Earth’s ecosystem. Just sitting here, breathing
in and out, you are participating in a complex, beautiful
system. We are all connected by the air we breathe and by the
Spirit that moves unseen. Beauty is found in the everyday, but
our new everyday may not look familiar to us right now.
In this space, we have collected our personal reflections and
struggles with the COVID-19 pandemic that has swept the
globe into a frenzy. We are challenged to encounter beauty
amidst the uncertainty of the new normal. Despite distance,
we respond to the human desire of connection by offering our

personal experiences to find a new sense of community as we
support one another. These photos taken during isolation serve
as a testament to how a small community of faith can thrive
in response to the needs of the global community. This is our
vocation: to embrace the changing world with our unique gifts
and respond to the “signs of the times.”
We invite you to join us and, for a moment, take a look around
and awaken to the beauty surrounding you.
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The COVID-19 pandemic around the world is now a “perfect
storm”. It challenges our ways of living, working, and celebrating.
The former hurriedness of our commuting, working, studying, and
socializing assumes a new twist. We are all called to isolation and
social distancing.
The urgency to escape our isolation surges up within us. Gradually
we become aware that we are given an opportunity, even amidst the
pandemic, for acquiring a new sense for appreciating people, time,
and place. We are awakened with a clearer vision and attentive
hearing to the sights and sounds of the world and
people close to us. In previous days, these may
have been unintentionally ignored, or eclipsed,
amidst the busyness, chatter, stress, and noise of
our former “normal life”. We are now offered a
gift. The gift is an epiphany and experience of
awakening to beauty, wonder, and God within and
around us.
Our Vocation and Arts Chaminade Scholars
Honors Course focused on nurturing one’s
ability to capture the aspects of the beautiful:
ordered relationship of parts, proper proportion,
and harmony. All these elements work together
to form a unified whole. Beauty enters as
an epiphany, a splendor that illuminates and
transforms the depth of our being. Students
acquire a refreshing sense of the deep meaning
of vocation through capturing the essence of
beauty by becoming aware of the relationship of beauty and vocation
through e-journaling, photography, poetry, music, our virtual
presentation for the Stander Symposium, producing this e-book on
wonder & beauty, and more.
A noted Polish poet, Cyprian Norwid, wrote that, “Beauty is to
enthuse us for work, and work is to raise us up.” Each of us has
within us the “Divine Spark”. It is what awakens, inspires, and
animates a creative perspective of Beauty. Beauty is, quite simply,
the foundational human experience, sparked by the Divine, that
unites mind and heart, spirit and body, activity and passivity, beyond
time, beyond culture, beyond point of view.

Initially, this “Awakening to Beauty Vol. VI” was designed as a
gift to those we were to encounter during our May 2020 Italian
Pilgrimage. COVID-19 made this impossible. Yet, our experiences
during the semester, partially in traditional and concluding in virtual
class sessions, engaged us in deep theological reflection, great
conversations, and class projects on art, beauty, and wonder, leading
us to a newfound appreciation of the meaning of vocation at the
deepest level of our being.
In “On Beauty and Being Just”, Elaine Scarry affirms the centrality
of beauty in our spiritual and intellectual life. A
key to this journey is the recognition that beauty
is not merely a subjective experience of personal
preference, not simply a superficial element of
daily existence. Rather beauty reveals something
objective and foundational about all that exists.
Our prayer for you is that in journeying through
“Awakening to Beauty Vol. VI”, you experience
what we experienced during the semester. Each
person and every moment offers us an opportunity
to experience Beauty and God, if we are willing
to see with fresh eyes and hear with fresh ears the
epiphany
of beauty and serenade of the wonder behind,
before, and within us.
We pray to Mary, the Queen of all Creation, that
under her intercession to her Son, Jesus Christ,
we may experience the ending of COVID-19, the healing, recovery
of a wounded world from suffering for our family, friends, and all
humanity. Amen.
Sr. Angela Ann Zukowski, MHSH, D.Min.
Chaminade Scholar Professor
Department of Religious Studies
Director - The Institute for Pastoral Initiatives
May 2020

